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Dear Colleagues, 
 
You may have heard about the government’s proposed changes to the planning 
system. There are two documents, one detailing short term changes, and one with 
longer term more sweeping changes. 
 
These two papers are now open for consultation and we will be discussing them and 
the potential consultation responses in detail at September’s Local Plan and Planning 
Policy Task Group.  
 
The Planning for the Future white paper details changes to the planning system for the 
longer term. It puts the emphasis on development happening in the right areas with the 
right infrastructure in place. The proposed changes include simplifying local plans and 
creating three areas for potential developments – growth areas where substantial 
development will be appropriate; renewal areas which will allow some development; 
and protected areas where more strict controls will apply. 
 
There is a focus on digitising consultation with residents and streamlining the planning 
application process. We believe that as a council we are in a good place to implement 
these changes if they come forward, but there will be short or medium term 
implications around resources to clear the current workload before shorter timescales 
come into force. 
 
The second document, Changes to the Current Planning System, sets out more minor 
changes to the way planning works. These include a reassessment of the housing 
target for each local planning authority. It is likely that Ashford will be expected to 
increase the number of new dwellings being built each year as a result of these 
changes. There are also changes proposed to the affordable housing threshold, which 
would mean less of these are required in the borough. 
 
The planning department is working on a response to these papers for members’ 
consideration, with the consultation on the white paper closing on 31 October, and 
Changes to the Current Planning System on 1 October. It is anticipated that any 
changes would not be implemented by the government until mid-2021 at the earliest. 
 
You can read the full documents online at: 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachme
nt_data/file/907215/200805_Changes_to_the_current_planning_system_FINAL_versio
n.pdf 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachme
nt_data/file/907647/MHCLG-Planning-Consultation.pdf. 
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